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Legal Stuff
Disclaimer
This presenter is not an attorney. This presentation should not be 
construed as legal advice. This presentation is for general informational 
purposes only. We recommend consulting with a qualified attorney 
tailored to your specific situation. (March 14, 2026).

The Good News
There is excellent, experienced legal counsel eagerly ready and willing 
to help you! We’ll cover that when we come to the Resources at the 
end of this presentation, and that info is also included in your packet.
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About your presenter, Carol Davis
Who is this person who claims to speak authoritatively on elections?
• An election geek for 2 decades 
• Election Judge • Poll Worker • Poll Watcher • Deputy Voter Registrar 
• Researcher • Student • Teacher • Statewide & Nationwide Trainer 
• Chair of Illinois Conservative Union since 2012 (ICU – www.ilpac.org) 
• Lead for the Illinois Election Integrity Program (IEIP – www.ieip.org) 
• Lead for the Illinois Coalition of the national Election Integrity Network 
• A Grannie on a Mission
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Is this about POLITICS?!
Absolutely not – this is a non-partisan project.

The definition of politics: 
Poli = Many 

tics = Blood-sucking insects
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Say NO to Ballot Harvesting
Say YES to “Ballot Collecting” or “Ballot Gathering”

• We don’t like it! 
• But it’s the law in many states – we’re going to compare 

California and Illinois  
• We want to do away with it 
• Until we can elect legislators to do away with it 
• We must use these laws to level the playing field  
• OR possibly even give ourselves an advantage!
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First things first: Pray about it
If your church is meant for this project, God will show you.
When the godly are in authority, the people rejoice. 
But when the wicked are in power, they groan. – Proverbs 29:2 

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free… – Galatians 5:1 

Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the 
cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow. – Isaiah 1:17 

Choose some wise, understanding and respected men from each of 
your tribes, and I will set them over you. – Deuteronomy 1:13
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CA & IL – can you top this?!
California: Ballot Harvesting exapanded in 2016

Illinois: Ballot Harvesting passed 2019
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The Power of the Vote
How Active Church Participation and Biblical Citizenship Transformed 
California Elections • The WallBuilders Show • December 11, 2023
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Real Impact – Calvary Chapel, Chino Hills, CA
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Comparing Illinois and California
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IL House 
118  

Members
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Where do     we stand?
IL Senate 

59  
Members
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tell the storyStatistics



My vote won’t make a difference…

REALLY?!
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Tied and one-vote-margin elections
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School Board success story
From the Calvary Chino Hills project
First efforts helped turn over school board seats 
Gina Gleason: “Our local school district was run by progressives,” 
specifically referring to “Planned Parenthood-supported candidates”. 
Gleason said the progressive candidate lost, expressing gratitude that 
Calvary Chapel Chino Hills member Sonja Shaw was elected president of 
the Chino Valley Unified School District Board of Education. “All of us 
working together made a difference in that election,” Gleason said, citing 
Shaw’s victory as an example of how “you can make a difference in your 
community.” 
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Turnout is critical
Don’t allow Special Interest Groups to control your schools
Debbie Wuthnow, the president of iVoterGuide and vice president of 
AFA Action: 
As school board elections have become increasingly important in 
American politics, Wuthnow lamented that just 6% of registered voters 
and 4% of eligible voters cast ballots in such contests. She warned 
that the low level of participation in school board elections means that 
small but influential interest groups such as "educational activists" and 
"trans activists" play an outsized role in determining the outcome. 
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National success story
From the Calvary Chino Hills project

In 2022 Election, Chino helped to turn over 
two U.S. Congress seats in California which 
helped to depose Nancy Pelosi – District 5 
and District 13.
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Encouraging the church body
Sometimes, it’s as simple as asking!

Jason Yates, the CEO of the advocacy group My Faith Votes, cited survey 
data finding that most born-again Evangelical Christians reported that their 
churches did nothing to "help or encourage" them to vote as a reason why 
churches should take a more active role in promoting civic participation.  

"While it is, I would say, a civic activity, I don't see it as a political activity. … 
Ballot gathering is not … an attempt to be partisan or to tell people how to 
vote," he contends. "It's encouraging them to vote and be involved in the 
process and having the church play an active role."
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https://www.myfaithvotes.org/about


Our signature quote for the Illinois Election Integrity 
Program are words by George Jean Nathan: 

“Bad officials are elected  
by good citizens who  

DO NOT VOTE”!
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Administration support for churches…
…can make all the difference!
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Preparing your Ballot Collection project
Build a civic engagement team
• Your church might already have a Civic Engagement team 
• This is the perfect home from which to launch your ballot collection 

project. 
• Pastors - don’t take this burden upon yourselves! You don’t need more 

on your plate.  
• You already know those in your church who are passionate about 

engaging with government issues.  
• Recruit them to build the team, set parameters and oversight, build a 

chain of command from which that team can seek reviews & approvals
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Ask your team to go beyond the basics
It should start with – but not stop with – Voter Registration 

• Have a non-partisan voter registration table.  

• Be sure to include IFI Voter Guides, AND party platform 
comparison guides (available for download on some of the 
resources websites I’ve listed on your Resources handout). 

• Showing the comparison between political parties is OK, as 
long as you don’t favor a particular party.

35



Ask your team to research how legislators work
Don’t let your “Public Servants” (legislators) catch you off guard

• Legislative calendar - find out when most legislation (bills) are filed 

• Find out the path a bill takes through your state House & Senate  

• Which legislators are on which committees? Make a list by 
committee and include legislator contact info 

• In Illinois, people can file Witness Slips online at:  
https://www.ilga.gov/ 
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Ask your team to monitor legislation 
Action Alerts have an impact and keep your members engaged
• Have a team monitor legislation (IFI does a great job with this on 

family issues) 
• There are additional organizations which specialize in monitoring 

education, taxes, healthcare issues, etc. Your team can sign up for 
those mailing lists.  

• Your team can then share or create Action Alerts for your church 
members when legislation of concern is proposed. 

• You might create an opt-in email list to reach those members 
interested in contacting legislators
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Regular civic engagement creates “muscle memory”
Church members won’t be intimidated or hesitant to take action

These year-round actions will keep your members engaged 

When an election rolls around you have a solid base of 
committed people to help 

You won’t be scrambling to get people involved. 

	 • Hold candidate forums 

	 • Teach members how to order their VBM ballots 

	 • This all builds into the Ballot collection project
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Ballot Collection – Calvary Chino Hills Model
NOTE: ALL process and procedures must be confirmed with legal 
counsel familiar with Illinois election code.
As I mentioned earlier, if anyone knows of a church which has collected 
ballots in Illinois, I want to connect with them. We are in uncharted 
territory as far as I know. 

The Networking the Networks leadership team can confirm that I’ve spent 
many months researching, consulting with election experts and attorneys 
to ensure I’m giving you the most reliable information. However, when you 
decide to move forward with ballot collecting, I will facilitate connecting 
you with appropriate legal counsel so you can proceed with confidence.
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Ballot Collection – Calvary Chino Hills Model
Every church or ministry may be different – these are guidelines only
• Line up your volunteers, most from your civic engagement ministry 
• Create your plans – Chain of Custody documentation should be included 
• Announce to the church members where, when and how the ballot 

collection will take place. Use printed flyers, pulpit announcements, etc. 
• Aquire all necessary supplies: lockboxes or bags, pens, glue sticks, etc. 
• Train volunteer teams – 2 volunteers should be with the ballots at all 

times for security reasons 
• You may want to collect on one Sunday only, or a few subsequent 

Sundays due to weeks of Early Voting in Illinois (40 days!)
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Ballot Collection – Calvary Chino Hills Model
Every church or ministry may be different – these are guidelines only

• Set up tables in convenient location – leave enough space for people 
to move comfortably, or be seated if they need to complete their 
envelope 

• Volunteers should be seated behind the table, with the lockboxes 
behind the volunteers. The boxes should never be left unattended 

• Don’t allow any ballots to be dropped off at the church on any other 
days or times other than designated ballot collection days and times. 
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Ballot Collection – Calvary Chino Hills Model
Every church or ministry may be different – these are guidelines only
• If your church members live in various Counties, set up separate 

tables with signs for each County. Ballots must be delivered to the 
Election Authority/County Clerk (EA/CC) in which the voter is 
registered to vote. (i.e. Cook, Lake, Kane, etc.) 

• The voter should have already marked their ballot and sealed it in 
the Ballot Return Envelope which came with the ballot. 

• Ballot privacy is important – it must come to you sealed in envelope 
• The voter takes ballot to appropriate table for their County.
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Ballot Collection – Calvary Chino Hills Model
Every church or ministry may be different – these are guidelines only
• Volunteers examine the Ballot Return Envelope to ensure it’s filled out 

correctly 
• The Affidavit of Ballot Delivery may look slightly different for each County 

(see next slide) 
• The volunteer receiving the ballot must log it on a Ballot Collection Log 

Sheet (create a simple form - see upcoming slide #44)  
• If all is good, the ballot is dropped into correct secure box by the volunteer 
• NOTE: The church may want to consider taking photos as voters drop their 

ballots into secure containers, which is what Calvary Chapel chose to do
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Ballot Collection – Calvary Chino Hills Model
Calvary asked voters to leave the lines for  “Authorized Individual”, “Printed 
Name of Authorized Delivery Agent” & “Signature of Authorized Delivery 
Agent” BLANK, so the volunteer who actually delivered that ballot could 
complete prior to delivery.
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Ballot Collection – Calvary Chino Hills Model
What information should be on your Ballot Collection Log Sheet?

• Track whose ballot is being collected – voter name, address, voter ID 
• Track the name of the volunteer accepting the ballot at collection 
• Track date the ballot was collected 
• Track place and date the ballot was delivered to EA/CC and name of the 

receiver 
• Track the name and address of the volunteer delivering the ballot to EA/CC 
• This Chain of Custody is very important 
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Ballot Collection – Calvary Chino Hills Model
Special reminders for volunteers
• Never ask what party voter is with or what candidates they’re 

supporting. 
• Take everyone’s ballots, no questions asked. 
• Volunteers should avoid partisan conversations. 
• Churches are not official dropbox locations – places of worship should 

not identify themselves as such. 
• Since the ballots are likely collected on Sunday & cannot be delivered 

the same day, secure lockboxes/bags should be put in a locked room 
in the church overnight. 
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Ballot Collection – Calvary Chino Hills Model
Once the ballots are collected…

• Volunteers who will be delivering the ballots should arrange to gather at 
the church Monday morning to take the secure containers, still secured, 
to deliver to the correct EA/CC. 

• Two people should deliver the ballots to the EA/CC. The volunteers 
should also take photos or video to document the delivery.  

• Do not take the ballots to a drop box – deliver them in person in the 
office and note the employee’s name who received them from you.  

• Volunteers can unlock the containers in the presence of the EA/CC 
when they deliver them.
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Ballot Collection – Calvary Chino Hills Model
Once the ballots are collected…

If you recall from our earlier comparison of CA & IL, CA requires ballots 
to be delivered within 3 days of collecting them. Illinois only requires that 
ballot be delivered before the closing of polls on Election Day.

While Illinois has no compensation restrictions for those doing ballot 
collection, we recommend that volunteers not receive any compensation 
for ballot collection to avoid the appearance of impropriety. 


WE DO NOT RECOMMEND HOLDING BALLOTS.
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Ballot Collection – Calvary Chino Hills Model
Where do volunteers deliver the ballots?
• IL elections are administered locally by the state’s 108 Election 

Authorities. These are the County Clerks in 101 counties, 1 county 
election commission and 6 municipal election commissions. 

• The address of the proper EA/CC will be on the front of the Ballot Return 
Envelopes. If it is a post office box, see the State of IL Board of 
Elections website for EA locator: 
https://www.elections.il.gov/ElectionOperations/
ElectionAuthorities.aspx
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How to find the correct Election Authority 
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Be prepared for speed bumps
Could someone try to trip you up? This is Illinois – count on it!
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Be prepared for speed bumps

Church 
completely 
cleared!
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Consider local partners
Reach out to area churches to find like-minded partners and network with 
them. 

• Strength in numbers 

• Partners in seeking legal support 

“Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If 
either of them falls down, one can help the other up.” – Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 

“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” – Proverbs 27:17
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Resources to build civic engagement ministry
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Legal Resources
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How to reach us
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Illinois Conservative Union 
Illinois Election Integrity Program 
Sign up to volunteer on our website: 
www.ieip.org 
OR 
Scan the QR code here ––––––>

http://www.ieip.org

